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Dear Readers 
 

T hose of you who attended the GSSA re-
search skills workshop will know that it was 
stimulating and exciting.  More importantly, 

the workshop raised awareness among young 
practitioners of a lot of the basic skills of science.  
As with any profession, whether accounting or ar-
chitecture, the real skills that separate the great 
from the rest are not taught at university.  These 
skills are acquired through years of experience 
and mentorship (or rather, what used to be called 
apprenticeship before it became unfashionable). 
They are developed by spending hour after tedi-
ous hour at a workbench, in a library, in the field, 
or being grilled by peers at a congress, and there 
is no short cut to acquiring them. 

  The enthusiastic response of the participants 
was mainly as a result of the excellent talks and 
the speakers, but there is also a new, optimistic 
mood spreading through the broader agricultural/
grassland science community.  The owners of the 
lodge where my colleagues and I stayed summed 
it up by saying that the mood of our team com-
pared to that of a recent visit by a group of civil 
servants was infectious and encouraging.  Several 
agriculture departments are still battling with des-
perate staff shortages and uninterested manage-
ment, but there are others where a new generation 
of young scientists have joined and brought along 
their youthful optimism. 

Alan Short 
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to the advancement of the science and practice of 

range ecology and pasture management. 
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Erratum: 
The photograph of lion guardians in the 
Amboseli-Tsavo system, Kenya 
(Grassroots, September 2008, p. 13) 
was used without permission of and 
was not credited to the photographer, 
Seamus Maclennan of the Wildlife Con-
servation Research Unit, Oxford Univer-
sity.  Grassroots apologises for the er-
ror. 
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NewsNews  
Dick Dickinson turns 90 on 15th 

September 2008 

Dick Dickinson was the 
24th President of the 
GSSA. Dick is well 
known and respected 
in grassland circles and 
is a co-author of the 
Kynoch Weidingshan-
dleiding which was re-
cently translated as the 
Kynoch Pasture Hand-
book. 

Dick  farmed near 
Delmas and his prop-
erty was a showcase 
often used for demon-
stration of pastures and 
animal production for 
visiting scientists. This 
feature opened up op-
portunities for Dick to 
meet some of the most 
eminent pasture scien-
tists to visit South Af-
rica. He had a long ca-
reer with AE&CI and 
eventually Kynoch.  

He is fortunate to 
have known, as per-
sonal friends, scientists 

like Mark Hutton 
(Australia) and Glen 
Burton (USA, Georgia) 
who are ranked as the 
best pasture scientists 
in their respective 
countries. 

He is now retired 
and lives with his wife 
Annatjie in Mosselbay. 

On the 14th Sep-
tember his close family 
and friends got to-
gether at Sun City to 
celebrate his 90th. Pre-
sent were children from 
Australia and a host of 
family from South Af-

rica. Friends who “went 
to varsity” with Dick 
and others who have 
known him for only 
about thirty years.  

Of those present 
were two previous 
GSSA Presidents, Nor-
man Rethman and Al-
bert Smith, and their 
wives. It was wonderful 
to share some thoughts 
with Dick and to hear 
some of his plans for 
development of exten-
sive pastures in our 
country 

From left to right: Albert Smith, 
Dick Dickinson and Norman 
Rethman 

Albert Smith 
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Mahlodi Tau and Anthea 
Stephens attended the 
World Temperate Grass-
lands Conservation Ini-
tiative Workshop organ-
ized by IUCN in Hohhot, 
China from the 28 to 29 
June 2008. Hohhot is 
the capital town of Inner 
Mongolia Province, lo-
cated 450kms north of 
Beijing. The workshop 
was a pre-event to the 
XXIth Internat ional 
Grasslands Congress 
(IGC) and VIIIth Interna-
tional Rangeland Con-
gress (IRC) held from 
the 30th June to the 5th 
July 2008. Over 20 
countries attended the 
workshop, representing 
the temperate grass-
lands of North and South 
America, Australia, Asia, 
Europe, East Africa and 
southern Africa. Each 
region presented an 
overview of the status of 
its grasslands. The pur-
pose of the workshop 
was to identify opportu-
nities for collaboration 
with a view to develop-
ing a global strategy for 
temperate grasslands 
conservation. 

Participants from all 
regions emphasized the 
need to improve grass-

land conservation man-
agement on priority land 
outside formally pro-
tected areas, while 
strengthening the exist-
ing grassland protected 
areas,  par t icu lar ly 
through transfrontier 
parks. Southern Africa’s 
Ma lo t i -D rakensbe rg 
Transfrontier Park was 
acknowledged as provid-
ing lessons for similar 
efforts elsewhere. Other 
recommendations in-
cluded the need for com-
munications and aware-
ness raising at a global 
level on the value and 
importance of grass-
lands. Exciting opportu-
nities for collaboration 
between Austra l ia, 
South Africa and North 
America were identified. 
These regions are all at 
different stages in test-
ing market mechanisms 
and stewardship ap-
proaches in managing 
fragmented grasslands 
in production land-
scapes. 

The workshop par-
ticipants issued the 
“Hohhot Declaration” 
that outlines the enor-
mous value but severe 
threats facing the world’s 
temperate grasslands. 

The Declaration calls for 
urgent international col-
laboration and action to 
protect and maintain 
these grasslands and 
the services they pro-
vide. The Declaration 
was formally adopted by 
the XXIth IGC and the 
VIIIth IRC Congress. 

Following the work-
shop and Congress in 
Hohhot, Mahlodi and 
Anthea held a day of 
meetings in Beijing with 
officials from the China 
office of the UNDP and 
the Ministry of Environ-
mental Protection. The 
purpose of these meet-
ings was to learn more 
about China's experi-
ence of biodiversity 
management, with a 
view to establishing in-
terest in the possibility of 
a biodiversity learning 
exchange between 
South Africa and China. 
China is in the process 
of revising their National 
Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan (NBSAP), 
and is beginning to draft 
a framework level Biodi-
versity Act. They are 
also in the process of 
concluding a National 
Spatial Biodiversity As-
sessment (NSBA). 

Engaging the global grasslands agenda 
Mahlodi Tau 
Grasslands Programme, South African National Biodiversity Institute 
Email: tau@sanbi.org  

mailto:tau@sanbi.org
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The combined IGC-IRG 
2008 congress hosted in 
Hohhot, capital of Inner 
Mongolia, People’s Re-
public of China was at-
tended by two pasture 
scientists from Döhne. 
Approximately 1500 dele-
gates representing coun-
tries with rangeland and 
grassland vegetation at-
tended the congress. The 
South African delegation 
of 22 was one of the larg-
est after USA, Australia, 
New Zealand, Argentina 
and the host country 
China. The Eastern Cape 
was represented by Pro-
fessor Trollope and Dr 
Dube from Fort Hare Uni-
versity, Dr Palmer from 
the ARC, while Messrs 
Conradie and Goqwana 
represented the Eastern 
Cape Department of Agri-
culture. 

The congress had as 
theme “Multifunctional 
Grasslands and Range-
lands in a Changing 
World” with sub themes 
Resources and Ecology, 
Production Systems and 
People and Policies. Inter-
national phenomena such 

as global warming, bio-
fuel and carbon seques-
tration received much 
attention in presentations 
and discussion, while 
ongoing issues such as 
grazing capacity norms, 
desertification, encroach-
ment of undesirable spe-
cies and vegetation moni-
toring were also ad-
dressed. 

Mr Goqwana pre-
sented a paper entitled: 
“Does Landcare result in 
changes in perceptions of 
livestock keepers on sus-
tainable use of natural 
resources”, while Mr Con-
radie’s paper dealt with 
critical success factors for 
development projects in 
communal rangelands. 
Both presentations were 
well received and at-
tracted much discussion 
as it addressed develop-
mental challenges faced 
by many countries. Ideas 
were shared with world 
leaders in rangeland sci-
ence and networking for 
future international col-
laboration was done. 

During the course of 
the congress a special 

meeting of the African 
delegates was attended 
where environmental 
challenges facing the con-
tinent were discussed. 
The Grassland Society of 
Southern Africa of which 
Mr Conradie is currently 
the president agreed to 
assist Nigeria and other 
African countries to estab-
lish their own societies 
and thereby strengthen 
structured research on the 
continent. 

We would like to 
thank the Senior Manager 
Agricultural Development 
and Research for his sup-
port and the Eastern 
Cape Department of Agri-
culture for the opportunity 
to attend the congress. 
The importance of inter-
national exposure in 
stimulating new research 
approaches and applying 
the latest technology is 
invaluable to develop a 
competitive research 
component.  We strongly 
recommend further coop-
eration with grassland 
scientists from China, as 
such collaboration can be 
mutually beneficial. 

Report on combined International 
Rangeland and Grassland Congress held 
in Hohhot, China from 28 June – 5 July 

2008. 
PW Conradie 
Manager: Pasture Science, Döhne ADI 
Email:  
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Email your submissions to the African 
Journal of Range and Forage Science to 
journal@ grassland.org.za.  There 

will be NO PAGE CHARGES for 2009. 

Mr Theo Scholtz re-
ceived the GSSA 
award for the best MSc 
student in Range and 
Forage Science for 
2007/8 at the North-
West University. The 
title for his masters 
study was: The evalua-
tion of the establish-
ment and growth of 
indigenous trees to 
restore deforested ri-
parian areas in the 
Mapungubwe National 
Park, South Africa. 

The award was 
presented at the Award 
giving ceremony on 14 
October 2008 for all 
post graduate students 
in the Sub-programme: 
Remediation and Sus-
tainable Management 
of Ecosystems at the  
School of Environ-
mental Sciences and 
Development, North-
W e s t  U n i v e r s i t y 
(Potchefstroom cam-
pus). 

Theo Scholtz receives GSSA 
award for best MSc student 

at North-West University 

From left to right: Prof Leon van Rensburg, Prof Klaus Kellner, 
Mr Theo Scholtz  and Prof Huib van Hamburg  

South Africa to 
host 2012 

World Dairy 
Summit 

South Africa will host the 
International Dairy Fed-
eration’s (IDF) annual 
World Dairy Summit in 
2012. “This is really good 
news for South Africa 
and the South African 
dairy industry, and bears 
testimony to our indus-
try’s stature in the world,” 
said Bertus de Jongh, 
chief executive officer of 
Mposa, holding company 
for the Milk Producers’ 
Organisation (MPO) in 
South Africa.  

De Jongh attended 
the IDF World Dairy 
Summit in Mexico City, 
where he was elected to 
the IDF council for the 
second consecutive 
year.  

The 53 member 
countries of the IDF rep-
resent 82% of the total 
world milk production. 
The annual World Dairy 
Summit is a culminating 
event which provides an 
overview of what is hap-
pening in dairying on all 
fronts.  

For more informa-
tion, contact Bertus de 
Jongh at 012 843 5600 
or 082 552 0594 or e-
m a i l  b e r -
tus.dejongh@mposa.co.
za. 

mailto:tus.dejongh@mposa.co
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BursariesBursaries  

The Fellowships are 
offered to women sci-
entists to purse post-
graduate research in 
the following fields of 
basic sciences: biol-
ogy, chemistry, mathe-
matics and physics. 

This fellowship 
programme is for fe-
male students from 
Sub-Saharan Africa or 
Leas t  Deve loped 
Countries who wish to 
pursue postgraduate 
training leading to a 
doctorate degree at a 
centre of excellence in 
the South outside their 
own country. 

The Third World 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r 
Women in Science 
(TWOWS) with funds 
generously provided by 
the Department for 
Research Cooperation  
of the Swedish Interna-
tional Development 
Cooperation Agency 
(Sida), has instituted a 
fellowship programme 
for female students 
from Sub-Saharan Af-

rica and Least Devel-
oped Countries, who 
wish to pursue post-
graduate training lead-
ing to a Ph.D., at cen-
tres of excellence in 
the South (developing 
countries), outside their 
own country. 

The general pur-
pose of the scheme is 
to contribute to the 
emergence of a new 
generation of women 
leaders in science and 
technology, and to pro-
mote their effective 
participation in the sci-
entific and technologi-
cal development of 
their countries. 

Contact Details 

Ms. Leena Mungapen 
TWOWS Secretariat , 
c/o TWAS, ICTP Cam-
pus, Strada Costiera 
11, 34014 Trieste, Italy 
Tel: +39 040 2240-321  
Fax: +39 040 2240-689  
E-mail:info@twows.org 

Postgraduate Training Fellowships for 
Women Scientists from Sub-Saharan 

Africa and Least Developed Countries 

From www.grassland.org.za 

Applications can be 
made to Professor 
J. Van Staden for 
bursaries (MSc, 
PhD or Post-
doctoral) in the fol-
l o w i n g  a r e a s : 
Plant physiology – 
seed biology, hor-
mone physiology, 
e c o - p h y s i o l o g y 
Molecular biology 
E t h n o b o t a n y 
Algal biotechnology. 

A p p l i c a t i o n s 
must include a short 
CV, two letters of 
reference and a let-
ter of motivation for 
the position with po-
tential project/areas 
of interest. Please 
submit applications 
v ia e-mai l  to 
rcpgd@ukzn.ac.za 

 MSc, PhD and 
Post-doctoral 

bursaries 
available in the 

Research Centre 
for Plant Growth 

and Development, 
University of 

KwaZulu-Natal  

http://www.grassland.org.za
mailto:E-mail:info@twows.org
mailto:rcpgd@ukzn.ac.za
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Funding opportunities 

From www.grassland.org.za 

Development and implementation of a monitoring system 
for sustainable resource use, Kgalagadi Transfrontier park 

and environs (Possible MSc Project). 

An opportunity exists for 
a highly motivated per-
son with GIS skills and 
access to own or institu-
tional funding and trans-
port, to work on a moni-
toring system with mem-
bers of the Khomani San 
(Bushmen). 

The Khomani San 
own, and have access 
to, land in and around 
the Kgalagadi Transfron-
tier Park. They have 
rights to sustainably har-
vest plants and animals 
and are anxious to en-
sure that the exercising 
of these rights is done 
on a sustainable basis. 

The rudiments of a 
plant-use monitoring 
system, using Cyber-
tracker-GPS-GIS based 
technology have been 
developed. Assistance is 
now required for the fur-
ther development, re-
finement and implemen-
tation of the Monitoring 
and Evaluation system. 
Working with community 
monitors, this will entail 
assessing current popu-
lations of selected 
plants; developing first 
approximations of sus-
tainable offtake levels, 
particularly for species 
where destructive har-

vesting occurs e.g. 
whole bulbs; and sys-
tems for recording all 
offtakes. Field data 
should be transferred to 
GIS for storage, analysis 
and graphic representa-
tion in order to facilitate 
adaptive management. 
Coaching and mentoring 
of community monitors 
will form an integral and 
critical part of this task.  

Interested persons 
should in the first in-
stance submit Expres-
sions of Interest and CV 
to Dr David Grossman: 
dawg@mweb.co.za  

Wildlife Conservation Society: Research Fellowship Program 

A small grants program 
designed to build capac-
ity for the next genera-
tion of conservationists 
through supporting indi-
vidual field research pro-
jects that have a clear 
application to the con-
servation of threatened 
wildlife and wildlife habi-
tat. Deadlines for appli-
cations: March 15 and 
September 15 annually. 

The RFP is a small 

grants program de-
signed to build capacity 
for the next generation 
of conservat ionists 
through supporting indi-
vidual field research pro-
jects that have a clear 
application to the con-
servation of threatened 
wildlife and wildlife habi-
tat. We seek projects 
that are based on sound 
and innovative conser-
vation science and that 

encourage practices in 
conservation that can 
contribute to sustainable 
development.  

For more detailed 
information about the 
application process 
p l e a s e  v i s i t 
w w w . w c s . o r g /
international/tcbp/rfp/
rfpapplication. 

http://www.grassland.org.za
mailto:dawg@mweb.co.za
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This call is open to 
working researchers 
residing in South Africa 
and affiliated with a 
recognised higher edu-
cation or research insti-
tution such as a univer-
sity, university of tech-
nology or science 
council. An application 
must designate two 
principal investigators, 
one in South Africa and 
one in the UK or Ja-
pan, who will bear the 
main responsibility for 
the project, including its 
technical and adminis-

trative coordination as 
well as scientific and 
financial reporting. The 
South African applicant 
must be in possession 
of a PhD. Commercial 
institutions and private 
education institutions 
are not eligible to ap-
ply. 

Application forms 
may be downloaded 
from the NRF website: 
www.nrf.ac.za/.  Con-
tact Ms Lee-Anne Sey-
mour: (012) 481-4121, 
e m a i l  S e y -
mour@nrf.ac.za 

Joint Research Grants available 
through the NRF: Economic and 

Social Research Council of the UK 
and Northern Ireland, and NRF/Japan 

Science and Technology Agency 
Cooperation Agreement 

Charles Stewart 
Mott 

Foundation: 
Environment  

Program 

The mission of the 
Environment pro-
gram is to support 
the efforts of an en-
gaged cit izenry 
working to create 
accountable and 
responsive institu-
tions, sound public 
policies, and appro-
priate models of de-
velopment that pro-
tect the diversity and 
integrity of selected 
ecosystems in North 
America and around 
the world. Letters of 
inquiry are welcome 
all year round but at 
least four months 
before funding is 
required 

Please visit their 
website for more 
details about what 
areas the Environ-
ment Program funds 
and for details about 
the Application Pro-
c e d u r e s : 
www.mott.org/about/
p r o g r a m s /
environment.aspx 

Red Meat Research and Development 
Trust of SA: Call for Proposals 

Projects which are 
funded are focussed on 
specific problem areas 
as indicated by the 
various sectors of the 
red meat industry. For 
a list of focus areas 
and projects recently 
funded, there are two 
documents available 
which describe the re-
search and develop-

ment plan for a) the 
pork industry and b) 
the large stock and 
small-stock meat in-
dustries in South Af-
rica. These can be 
viewed at the website:  
w w w . s a m i c . c o . z a /
s a m i c /
rd.htm#rdRMRDT 

http://www.nrf.ac.za/
mailto:mour@nrf.ac.za
http://www.mott.org/about/
http://www.sami
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International Forestry and Environ-
ment Symposium 2008 

Date: 27-28 December 2008 
Venue:  Kalutara, Sri Lanka  
Email: fesymposium@gmail.com 

The 24th Tall Timbers Fire Ecology 
Conference  

Date: 11-15 January 2009  
Venue:  Tallahassee, Florida, USA  
Contact: Kaye Gainey  
Email: kaye@ttrs.org  
Website: www.talltimbers.org/
FEconference/contact.htm 

Africa Climate Change Conference  
Date: 12 -16 January 2009  
Venue:  University of Cape Town  
Contact: Ms Pavs Pillay  OR 
Email: humboldt@africaclimatescience.org 
Website: www.africaclimatescience.org 

1st Africa Regional Conservation 
Science – Policy Conference 

Date: 28-30 January 2009 
Venue:  University of Ghana, Accra, 
Ghana 
Contact: Patrick Ofori-Danson  
Email: scbafrica2009@conbio.org  
Website: www2.ug.edu.gh/
ecolabconference/ 

African Science Communication 
Conference 2009 

Date: 18—21 February 2009   
Venue:  Gauteng, South Africa  
Contact: Maphefo Chauke  
Email: maphefo.chauke@saasta.ac.za  
Tel: 012 392 9300  
Website: www.saasta.ac.za  

First International Workshop on 
Summer Dormancy in Grasses: 

Coping with increasing aridity and 
heat under climate change 

Date: 36 – 8 April 2009   
Venue:  Ardmore Oklahoma USA  
Website: www.nobleorg?
ForageImprovement/Summer dor-
mancy/index.html  

5th World Environmental Education 
Congress:  

Earth as our common home  
Date: 10 - 14 May 2009   
Venue:  Palais des Congrès in Mont-
real  
Email: 5weec@jpdl.com  
Tel: + 1- 514-287-1070 
Website: www.5weec.uqam.ca/EN/ 

Environmental and Resource Eco-
nomics Conference  

Date: 21 - 22 May 2009   
Venue:  The Ritz Hotel and Confer-
ence Centre, Sea Point, Cape Town  
Contact: Wendy Paisley  
Email: paisley@botanicalsociety.org.za  
Tel: 021 799 8824    

The 10th International Congress of 
Ecology: 

Ecology in a Changing Climate: Two 
Hemispheres - One Globe  

Date: 16 - 21 August 2009   
Venue:  Brisbane Convention Centre, 
Queensland, Australia  
Website: www.intecol10.org  
 
 

Upcoming events 

From www.grassland.org.za 

http://www.grassland.org.za
mailto:fesymposium@gmail.com
mailto:kaye@ttrs.org
http://www.talltimbers.org/
mailto:humboldt@africaclimatescience.org
http://www.africaclimatescience.org
mailto:scbafrica2009@conbio.org
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Council NewsCouncil News  
The new Council met 
for the first time on 9 
October 2008 in Pre-
toria.  It was heart-
warming to see so 
much enthusiasm and 
energy from new 
Council members 
throughout the meet-
ing. 

It was reported that 
Congress 43 2008 
was very successful 
with 237 delegates 
attending.  Forty 
farmers also at-
tended the day-long 
Department of Agri-
culture (DoA) work-
shop.  In general, 
the relationship be-
tween the DoA and 
the Society was fur-
ther strengthened 
by the Congress.  
Council would like 
to thank everybody 
who was involved in 
organizing Con-
gress 43. 

The first announce-
ment for Congress 44 
2009 has already 
been c i rcu lated.  
Please make use of 

the early-bird registra-
tion opportunity.  Stu-
dents are again re-
minded about the 
sponsorship from 
Trust to attend Con-
gress.  The Organiz-
ing Committee looks 
forward to receiving 
your inputs regarding 
special sessions and 
symposia.  Keep an 
eye on the website for 
further updates! 

Members are re-
quested to complete 
and return the Ex-
pertise Database 
questionnaire.  This 
will form a very 
good functional da-
tabase for members 
of the Society. 

African Journal of 
Range and Forage 
Science is now listed 
on the Thompson ISI 
database.  It will take 
two years of years to 
produce an impact 
factor as it takes into 
account the number 
of papers published 
as well as citations 
over a particular pe-

riod.  The challenge 
to members is to sub-
mit papers to the 
Journal to assist in 
this process. 

A meeting will be 
set up with the 
SACNASP Council 
to discuss the prob-
lems we are facing 
with regards to 
SACNASP registra-
tion.  Members will 
be informed about 
the outcome of this 
meeting. 

Council would like to 
congratulate Theo 
Scholtz who received 
the GSSA award for 
best M.Sc. student in 
2008.  His thesis dealt 
with the evaluation of 
the establishment and 
growth of indigenous 
trees to restore defor-
ested riparian areas 
in the Mapungubwe 
National Park. 

We would like to 
wish everybody a 
wonderful festive 
season! 




